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Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 09 September 2005 , 
2a)S This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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Application Papers 
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I DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment/Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 5/27/05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

2. In response to applicant's argument that a spacer is attached to an inhaler and is 
external to the device, a recitation of the intended use of the claimed invention must 
result in a structural difference between the claimed invention and the prior art in order 
to patentably distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art. If the prior art . 
structure is capable of performing the intended use, then it meets the claim. 

3. In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 
features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies 
(i.e., the spacer is not an integral part of the inhaler) are not recited in the rejected 
claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from 
the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181 , 26 
USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

4. In response to Applicant's arguments with respect to the spray inlet being distal 
to a second body and that the first and second bodies are proximal to the spray inlet, it 
should be noted that the terms proximal and distal are relative terms and the Examiner 
has interpreted the claims in the broadest reasonable scope. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 9, 15, 17, 18, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, and 27 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Braithwaite (US 6,347,629). 

3. As to claim 1, Braithwaite teaches a spacer for delivering medication spray into 
the lungs of a patient comprising a first body (that formed by 94,98) having a large 
diameter distal end and a small diameter proximal end; a second body (that formed by 
92) having a large diameter distal end and a small diameter proximal end joined to the 
distal end of the first conical body; a mouthpiece 99 positioned at the proximal end of 
the first body; a spray inlet at 45 positioned at a distal end of the second body; and the 
first body further comprising a first internal chamber and the second conical body 
comprising a second internal chamber, the first and second internal chambers forming a 
spray conduit having a continuous spray passage from the spray inlet to the mouthpiece 
(See Fig. 9). 

4. As to claim 2, Braithwaite teaches a spacer further comprising a plurality of air 
inlets 90 passing through the first body, the air inlets positioned downstream from the 
spray inlet near the distal end of the first conical body. 

5. As to claim 3, Braithwaite teaches a spacer wherein the plurality of air inlets are 
evenly spaced around the first body (See Fig.9). 
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6. As to claim 4, Braithwaite teaches a spacer wherein the first body includes a 
large diameter distal end surface and wherein the air inlets are positioned in the large 
diameter distal end surface (See Fig.9). 

7. As to claim 6, Braithwaite teaches a spacer wherein each the first body and 
second body have a conical geometry (See Fig.9). 

8. As to claim 9, Braithwaite teaches a spacer for delivering a medication spray 
ejected by an inhaler to the lungs of a patient through the patient's mouth, the spacer 
comprising a conduit (that formed by 92,94,98) having a proximal end and a distal end; 
a spray inlet at 45 attached to the distal end of the conduit, the spray inlet adapted for 
receiving medication spray from the inhaler; a mouthpiece 99 attached to the distal end 
of the conduit, the conduit including at least one interior chamber defining a continuous 
spray passage from the spray inlet to the mouthpiece; and at least one air inlet 90 
passing through the wall of the conduit, the air inlet positioned downstream from the 
spray inlet. 

9. As to claim 15, Braithwaite teaches a spacer apparatus for transmitting 
medication to patients, comprising a mouthpiece 99 ; a first chamber (formed by 94,98), 
the first chamber having a proximal end connected to the mouthpiece; a second 
chamber (formed by 92), the second chamber having a proximal end connected to the 
distal end of the first chamber; a spray inlet at 45 connected to a distal end of the 
second chamber, the spray inlet adapted to receive medication spray, and an internal 
spray path defined from spray inlet to the mouthpiece, through the first chamber and 
second chamber. 
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10. As to claim 17, Braithwaite teaches a spacer apparatus further comprising a 
plurality of air inlets 90 passing through the apparatus into the first chamber. 

11. As to claim 1 8, Braithwaite teaches a spacer apparatus wherein the first 
chamber and the second chamber a re converging chambers, wherein a diameter of the 
proximal ends of each chamber are smaller than a diameter of the proximal ends of 
each chamber (See Fig. 9). 

12. As to claim 20, Braithwaite teaches a spacer apparatus wherein the plurality of 
air inlets are circular (See Fig. 9). 

1 3. As to claim 21 , Braithwaite teaches a spacer apparatus for distributing 
medication to patients, comprising; an air chamber (formed by 92, 94, 98) defining an 
air passage therethrough, the air chamber having an upstream end and a downstream 
end, wherein a plurality of air inlets 90 are positioned between the upstream end and 
the downstream end. 

14. As to claim 22, Braithwaite teaches a spacer apparatus further comprising an 
adapter 91 proximate the spray inlet, the adapter functional to receive a spray outlet 
from a medication dispenser. 

15. As to claim 23, Braithwaite teaches a spacer for facilitating the delivery of a 
medication spray from a medication spray dispenser to the mouth of a patient, the 
spacer comprising: spray inlet means at 45 to receive the medication spray; a 
mouthpiece 99; spacer walls defining at least one internal chamber and further defining 
a conduit means (formed by 92,94,98) fluidly connecting the spray inlet to the 
mouthpiece; and means 90,100,101 to generate spray recirculation zones proximate the 
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conduit means, the recirculation zones functional to inhibit contact between the 
medication spray and the spacer walls. 

16. As to claim 24, Braithwaite teaches a spacer, the spacer walls defining first 
(formed by 94,98) and second internal chambers (formed by 92). 

17. As to claim 25, Braithwaite teaches a spacer apparatus, the means for 
generating high-pressure recirculation zones comprising a closed chamber 100,101 
proximal to the spray inlet and at least one air inlet 90 in the first internal chamber 
downstream of the spray inlet. 

18. As to claim 26, Braithwaite teaches a method of delivering a medication spray 
into the lungs of a patient using a spacer, the method comprising: directing the 
medication spray into a spray inlet end at 45 of the spacer; using the medication spray 
and spacer geometry to generate high-pressure recirculation zones at 100,101 inside 
the spacer; and using the high-pressure recirculation zones and the external airflow to 
direct the medication spray away from walls of the spacer and out of a mouthpiece end 
of the spacer. 

19. As to claim 27, Braithwaite teaches a method further comprising delivering air 
into the spacer through air inlets 90 positioned downstream from the spray inlet. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

20. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

21 . The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

22. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). 

23. Claims 7, 8, 16, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Braithwaite (US 6,347,629). 

24. As to claims 7 and 8 and 19, Braithwaite teaches essentially all of the 
limitations except for wherein the first and second bodies have an elliptical shape or 
oblong shape and wherein the air inlet is oblong. At the time the invention was made, it 
would have been an obvious matter of design choice to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to make the shape of the bodies and air inlet of Braithwaite of any particular 
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geometric shape because Applicant has not disclosed that the specific geometry 
provides an advantage, is used for a particular purpose, or solves a stated problem. 
One of ordinary skill in the art, furthermore, would have expected Braithwaite's bodies 
having the conical shape and the air inlet being circular, and applicant's invention, to 
perform equally well because both geometric shapes would perform the same function 
of reducing the particle size of the medicament and providing a passageway for air. 
Therefore, it would have been prima facie obvious to modify Braithwaite to obtain the 
invention as specified in claims 7 and 8 and 19 because such a modification would have 
been considered a mere design consideration which fails to patentably distinguish over 
the prior art of Braithwaite. 

25. As to claim 16, Braithwaite teaches essentially all of the limitations except for 
wherein at least a portion of one of the first or second chambers is collapsible. 
However, on page 1 1 , of the specification Applicant discloses that the spacer may be 
collapsible, which implies that the collapsibility aspect of the spacer is not a critical and 
essential part of the invention. As such one of ordinary skill in the art would expect the 
spacer of Braithwaite to perform equally as well regardless of whether or not the spacer 
is collapsible because the function of the spacer is not altered as a result of whether or 
not it is collapsible. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

26. Claims 5 and 10-14 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

27. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: As to claim 5 and 10, the prior art of record does not teach nor render obvious 
the overall claimed combination of a spacer further comprising a unidirectional valve 
functionally positioned within the spray passage proximate the mouthpiece, wherein the 
valve allows the patient to inhale but not exhale through the spray passage in the 
spacer. 

Conclusion 

28. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mital B. Patel whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4802. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (1 1 :00-7:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Henry Bennett can be reached on 571-272-4791 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). I I / )jl 




Mital B. Patel 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3743 



